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success. But what servants can a man expect, when
he leaves them to their own government, not re-
garding whether they serve God, or the Devil ?

Now, though this man had a very regular family,
and very good servants, yet he had this particular
qualification too for a good tradesman, viz., that he
never left his business entirely to them, nor could
any of them boast, that they were trusted to, more
than another.

This is certainly the way to have regular servants,
and to have business thrive; but this is not prac-
tised by one master in a thousand at this time; if it
were, we should soon see a change in the families
of tradesmen, very much for the better; nor, indeed
would this family government be good for the
tradesman only, but it would be the servant's ad-
vantage too; and such a practice, we may say, would
in time, reform all the next age, and make them
blush for us that went before them.

The case of tradesmen differs extremely in this
age, from the case of those in the last, with respect
to their apprentices and servants; and the difference
is all to the disadvantage of the present age. Fifty
or sixty years ago, servants were infinitely more
under subjection than they are now; they were
content to submit to femily government; and the
just regulations which masters made in their houses
were not scorned and contemned as they are now;
family religion also had some sway upon them ; and
if their masters did keep good orders, and preserve
the worship of God in their houses, the apprentices
thought themselves obliged to attend at the usual
hours for such services; nay, it has been known,
where such orders have been observed, that if the
master of the family has been sick, or indisposed,
or out of town, the eldest apprentice has read prayers
to the family in his place.